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DATE: 01/23/13

PATIENT: Philip L. Gertje

NEUROLOGICAL FOLLOWUP
SUBJECTIVE: Mr. Gertje returned for a followup. He was last time seen in February 2012. Overall, he is doing well except he does report periodic confusional episodes when he is taking naps. He is still using Topamax 150 mg b.i.d. and does not report dramatic side effects except tingling sensation. He has poor hearing and describes periodic feeling of the head rushes and dizziness when he is bending forward and getting up fast. He reports no room spinning sensation. He is not falling around those episodes.

MEDICATIONS: Reviewed.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: He had reduced hearing. He was wearing right hearing aid. I found no nystagmus. With Dix-Hallpike maneuver I could not reproduce nystagmus or positional vertigo. He was strong in the arms and legs. His gait was steady.

IMPRESSION:
1. History of frontal vascular mass resection. According to the most recent MRI from 2012, there is evidence of encephalomalacia and old scar tissue and blood, but no new regrowths of the mass.

2. Possible small breakthrough seizures despite use of Topamax 150 mg twice a day.

3. Positional dizziness. I wonder if it relates to his hearing problems or could be just orthostatic changes.

RECOMMENDATIONS: We will repeat electroencephalogram and according to the result I will decide whether I will adjust his medications. If the dizziness persists then I will do videonystagmogram to decide whether it is a central or peripheral origination.

At least 50% of visit was spent in patient education discussing disease state, prognosis, diagnostics, treatment, and potential progression or outcomes. Face to face time with the patient was 25 minutes. Patient was told to call the office with any questions regarding disease, results or medication questions.

Side effects of medications prescribed today were discussed, including but not limited to, drowsiness, nausea/vomiting, rash, allergic reaction, weight gain, edema, cognitive impairment, interaction with other medications, and adverse effects on driving.
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